
2016
109 killed          110 wounded          68* kidnapped In 2015, 287 aid workers  

were victims of major attacks. 

Major attacks on aid workers, 2010-2015 

2015 was the second consecutive year showing  
a lower global casualty toll for aid workers. There 
were 148 incidents recorded in 25 countries,  
affecting 287 aid workers, which represented 
22% fewer attacks compared to the previous 
year, and 42 fewer victims. 

Five conflict-affected countries represented the 
bulk of all major attacks on civilian aid operations:  
Afghanistan, Somalia, South Sudan, Syria and  
Yemen. For the first time, South Sudan overtook  

Afghanistan for 
the country  
with the highest  
number of  
these attacks, 
reflecting  
the most  
brutal year of 
the conflict  
to date.

Attack rates (per 10,000) in the three most  
dangerous contexts

In terms of attacks per number of aid workers, 
however, South Central (SC) Somalia was the 
most violent operational setting in 2015, followed  
by Afghanistan. 

There were 13 times as many national staff victims  
as international (expatriate) victims in these 

countries, and seven times as many globally.  
But international staff had higher rates of attack, 
due to their smaller number in the field. The  
exception to this is SC Somalia where there  
are extremely low numbers of international  
staff present, and hence no reported incidents 
affecting them in 2014 and 2015.

Tactics and types of violence, 2015

Kidnapping remained the most prevalent means 
of violence in Afghanistan in 2015. Shootings and 
assault, including rape, were the most significant 
type of violence in South Sudan, reflecting the 
proliferation of small arms in the ethnically- 
driven conflict. Incidents involving explosives 
and heavy weapons were down in 2015, apart 
from in Syria and Yemen, where major active 
conflict prevails.

0

100

200

300

400

500

2010 2011

Incidents Victims

2012 2013 2014

130

2015

254

152

309

170

277
265

475

148

287

190

329

Afghanistan

31

13

10

Somalia

Syrian 
Arab 
Republic

South
  Sudan

Yemen
12 27

55

All other aid 
contexts

Attacks by context, 2015

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

SC Somalia

2014 2015

Afghanistan

26

South Sudan

55

66

53

10

18

Bodily assault (including rape) Unknown

Afghanistan

Somalia

South Sudan

Syria

Yemen

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Kidnappings

Bombing/explosives/heavy weapons Shootings

Humanitarian Outcomes
This preview of findings from the forthcoming Aid Worker Security Report 2016 is  
based on data from the Aid Worker Security Database (AWSD). The AWSD is a  
project of Humanitarian Outcomes, made possible by funding support from USAID  
and available online at www.aidworkersecurity.org

*Of 79 kidnap victims, 68 survived. The 11 who died are counted within the “killed” number.
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